CONTACT SEMINAR COMENIUS 2.1 –1.1

A European contact seminar creating in parallel

Comenius 1 School partnerships and Comenius 2.1. projects involving initial or in-service teacher education institutions

Country: 
Spain

Venue: 
Museo de Ciencias Naturales, Madrid

Dates: 
6, 7, 8, 9 May 2004

Title: 
Teaching and Learning in Primary Schools through Natural Science Museums 

Target groups: Primary School teachers, Natural Science Museums, Initial or In-service Teacher Trainer Institutions and/or Universities

Number of participants: Total 50 

Cost: 
450 Euros 


Rationale

Science education is one of the major concerns of all the ministers of education of the European Union. This is clearly expressed in the fact that science education is one of the key sub objectives of the Detailed work programme on the follow-up of the objectives of the education and training systems in Europe.

 This document to be downloaded from: http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/doc/official/keydoc/keydoc_en.html
This document expands on the three key objectives of education and training systems in Europe: improving the quality and the effectiveness of education and training, facilitating access for all and opening up education and training systems for the wider world.

The first strategic objectives of improving quality and effectiveness has five sub objectives of which two are important for the present seminar.  On the one hand ‘Improving education and training for teachers and trainers’ and on the other hand “Increasing recruitment to scientific and technical studies”.

The latter sub objective stresses that: “ Scientific and technological development is fundamental for a competitive knowledge society. General and specialized scientific or technological knowledge is increasingly called upon in professional and daily life, in public debates, decision making and legislation. All citizens need a basic understanding of mathematics, science and technology. If Europe is to maintain, let alone to improve, its position in the world, and to meet the Lisbon targets, it must do more to encourage children and young people to take a greater interest in science and mathematics; and to ensure that those already in scientific and research careers find their careers, prospects and rewards sufficiently satisfactory to keep them there. In this context, gender balance must be encouraged.” 

It hence mentions as one of the key issues for the future: “Motivating more young people to choose studies and careers in the fields of mathematics, science and technology in particular research careers and scientific disciplines where there are shortages of qualified personnel, in a short and medium term perspective, in particular through the design of strategies for educational and vocational guidance and counseling.”

The present contact seminar intends to contribute to the implementation of this sub objective by promoting Comenius 1 partnerships between schools and Comenius 2.1 projects between initial and in-service teacher education institutions focusing on science education in the primary school.

Objectives of the contact seminar

a) bring together primary school teachers  to create Comenius 1 partnerships focusing on the promotion of science education in the primary school

b) bring together  teacher trainers of initial or in-service training institutions to create Comenius 2.1 projects focusing on science education in the primary school

c) create links between the initial and in-service teacher training institutions and the primary schools through the partnerships and projects which will result from the contact seminar

d) focus on science education in the primary school especially through co-operation between the primary school and science museums

e) enhance co-operation between science museums and initial or in-service teacher education institutions to promote science education in the primary school

f) build on the achievements of the Comenius 2.1 project SMEC focusing on science education in the primary school through co-operation with science museums

Participants

Participants from primary schools are expected to be:

· teachers or staff interested in creating Comenius 1 partnerships to promote science education at that level

· teacher trainers of initial or in-service training institutions interested in creating Comenius 2.1 projects focusing on training future primary school teachers promoting science education though co-operation with science museums

Although it is not compulsory, it would be useful if the primary schools and the initial or in-service teacher education institution, from the same country would already have contacts with one another. These contacts will, of course be promoted during the seminar.

Preparation

Reflect on the kind of project to be created

Participants are invited to reflect on the kind of project they would like to create together with their colleagues and the head of their school or institution before coming to the contact seminar. It will prove to be very useful that participants have with them an outline of what they would like to create as this will be the basis for fruitful discussions with the other European colleagues.

Read basic information and documentation about Comenius 1 and Comenius 2.1

All the participants, teachers from primary schools, and teacher trainers are advised to read carefully the documentation about Comenius 1 partnerships and about  Comenius 2.1 projects. This information is to be found on the website of each of the National Agencies and also on the of the Commission under:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/programmes/socrates/comenius/structure_en.html
Do not forget also to download the application form: for Comenius 1 from the web site of your National agency.

Visit the website of the Comenius 2.1 SMEC project

It would also be useful if participants could visit the web site of the Comenius 2.1 SMEC project: http://www.museoscienza.it/smec/, MUSEUM-SCHOOL COOPERATION FOR IMPROVING THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF SCIENCES
Language

The contact seminar will be in English. Hence it is important that teachers and teacher trainers attending the seminar have a good command of English.

Contribution of participants

All participants, teachers and teacher trainers , are invited to bring with them materials about their schools and the projects in their schools or teacher education institutions. Furthermore materials about their town, village, region or country and about their educational system will be greatly appreciated. All these materials  will be used in the European fair which will be created the first day.

If any of the participants is interested in presenting an example of good practice in the field of science education, he or she is welcome to do so. In this case the teacher or teacher trainers should contact the organiser of the seminar.

European aperitif

All participants are invited to bring with them  specialities and delicatessen of their home country or region (such as olives, cheese, wine, sausage, beer, biscuits etc.)

The food and drinks of the participants will be the basis to organise a European aperitif during which each country will briefly present  what they have brought  as a means of cross-cultural communication.

PROGRAMME: 

MAY 6th, THURSDAY morning/afternoon: arrival

17.30: 
Welcome


18:00: 
General information

18.15:  
Preparation of stands of the European fair + summary of ideas. Informal gathering. European aperitif. Each participant brings some specialities and delicatessen from their countries.

20.30: 
Dinner

MAY 7th FRIDAY

09.15: 
Plenary 

9.45: 
Introduction of the participants + short presentation of key ideas.

10.15: 
Brief information about Comenius 1 and Comenius 2.1.  projects

Brief information about the Comenius 2.1 project "School Museum Co-operation for Improving the Teaching and Learning of Science"

11.00:
Coffee

11.30: 
Innovations brought about in education though Comenius 1 and Comenius 2.1 projects by Yves Beernaert, KHLeuven / EDUCONSULT

12.15:
Working groups

13.30: 
Lunch

15.30: 
Guided tour of the Natural Science Museum

16.30: 
Examples of good practice: Comenius 2.1 and Comenius 1.1

17.00: 
Coffee

17.15: 
Working groups

18.30: 
Feedback from the working groups



Questions and answers

20.30: 
Dinner

MAY 8th SATURDAY:

9.00: 
Evaluation  in Comenius and Comenius 2.1 projects: presentation of the MICE tools and of two Comenius 3 networks

9.30: 
Working groups 

10.30: 
Coffee

11.00: 
Plenary session run by Comenius National agencies: 

How to fill in an application form. 

Two groups, one for Comenius 1.1, another one for Comenius 2.1 

      11.30: 
Tour to Museo del Prado

      13.30: 
Lunch

15.30: 
Working groups to finalise projects

16.30: 
Presentation of the provisional projects 



Some suggestions for the way forward

Evaluation of the contact seminar

17.30: 
Tour of Madrid and free time

21.00: 
Formal dinner

MAY 9th SUNDAY

Departure of participants

